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CHOLERA. ‘were employed with great moderation and 
_care, and at the least sign of reaction imme- 
Russian mode of treating Cholera.—The diately laid aside. If, after these measures, 
cearment of the developed stage of cholera’ warmth did not return in from one and a half 
was at St. Petersburg, as everywhere, as'to two hours, the frictions were repeated— 
manifold as the opinions on the nature of the once or twice generally sufficed, but occa- 
disease. Dr, Miiller gives the following as sionally they were repeated three or four 
‘ie treatment which claimed the largest: times. 
share of success. It was that pursued inthe, ‘The other modes of treatment were very 
Military Hospital at Krasne-Selo, four miles various; the following were those chiefly in 
fom St. Petersburg, where seventy thou-) use : 
cand men were assembled. Whilst at all’ J the premonitory stage, sometimes an 
‘he other hospitals the mortality averaged’ emetic of ipecacuanha, and various warm 
eween 50 and 60 per cent., at this hos- stimulating medicines, such as valerian, pep- 
vital, out of 432 severe cases occurring from’ permint, a small quantity of ipecacuanha 
the loth of July to the 11th of August, only, wine, with opium. 
‘5 died, or at the rate of 32.5 per cent. As} In the developed stage, antiphlogistics were 
“on a3. a patient was in the stadium algidum, | at first used, but afterwards stimulating reme- 
‘upping-glasses were placed along the‘dies were more in vogue. An emetic of 
spine; the whole body was strongly rubbed’ ipecacuanha was sometimes very serviceable. 
with a mixture of pounded ice and salt (two. In stadio frigido, vapour baths which were 
parts ice tone part salt); then the patient produced by the evaporation of vinegar and 


’ 
was enveloped in woolen coverings, and water on hot bricks placed under the bed- 
crank every hour a glass of water, with’ clothes, were much used. Frictions with 
"om one to two teaspoonfuls of rock salt{ various substances, especially with a strong 
“issolved in it; and, according to circum- ‘solution of rock salt, found many advocates ; 
“tices, in addition, calomel was given with the frictions were repeated two or three 


‘without camphor, Stimulating remedies times an hour; cloths wetted in the solution 
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18 CHOLERA. 


were applied, and the patients then cover- ' this latter circumstance did not necessari}; 
ed with woolen clothes. Calomel in small , prove fatal. Renal secretion was genera! ly 
doses with camphor, was employed by some. ’ arrested in the first stage, and cyanosis was 


Valerian, musk, serpentaria, the various . not constant; the vox cholerica was very fre. 


ethers, &c., were much used. A large mus- , quent, but disappeared with the reaction: 
tard poultice, over the whole al ed n, was’ the pulse was imperceptible in many of the 
found to be beneficial. ; cases; thirst was intense, and an enormoy 


At the least appearance of reaction, it was > quantity of cold water was drunk; reaction 
found necessary to discontinue all stimu- ; was, in several cases, followed by anew col. 
lating remedies, and to use antiphlogistic ; lapse, which then proved fatal ; the consecy. 
measures and calomel in large doses. For’ tive fever was sometimes accompanied by 
the head affection, blisters, tartar-emetic eruptions, but mostly with those patien’s 
ointment, local blood-lettings were em- ‘upon whom violent friction had been used, 
ployed. ; Some cases proved fatal in six hours, and in 

During convalescence great care was ne- others reaction took place in twenty-four. 
cessary to prevent relapses. Inthe diarrhaa) Convalesence was generally slow. Fev 
which sometimes remained, nitrate of silver » post-mortem examinations were made: jn 
and nitric acid were found efficacious. —Brit.) certain cases the pericardium, pleura, and 
and For. Med.-Chir. Review. peritoneum, were found as stiff as parch. 

-~ > ment, and the intestinal mucous membrane 
Report on the Cholera at Groningen, ; studded with pustules ; this latter membrane 
Holland, by Dr. SwaaGman. (Annales de’ could, in some cases, be stripped off almos: 
li Soc. de Med. d’ Anvers.) Tt appears from } entire from the duodenum tothe rectum. -\s 
this report that the disease principally raged , to the prognosis, it was observed that it was 
in the Nieuwestad, a part of the town where? very unfavourable when the pulse fell sud- 
the poorer classes reside; that the disease, | denly and rapidly, and the collapse happened 
which attacked only two houses in the bet- >) with bluish-purple conjunctive ; and that 
ter part of the city in 1832, broke out again , the more gradually reaction set in, the more 
in the two identical houses at this visitation. ; favourable a view of the case could be taken. 
Places in the vicinity of water-courses were; No exclusive treatment availed; calome’, 
very severely treated; and the boatmen suf- | tartar-emetic, ipecacuanha, Dover’s powder, 
fered the most. Families living in cellars, } have in turns proved beneficial ; chloroform, 
and much exposed to wet, were attacked in camphor, and opium, did not yield good re. 
preference ; children were taken ill in con-/ sults. Cold applications and cold baths sue- 
siderable numbers, but the attacks were not’ ceeded very well in hospitals, and cutaneous 
so violent with them as with adults. The. irritants were in several instances very use- 
author of the report, although not a conta- | ful.—Lancet. 
gionist, mentions that the two nurses who —_— 
attended the cholera patients in the hospital,’ Cholera in London.—([The cold of winter 
caught the disease, but recovered; that the } ‘seems not to have extinguished the cholera 
only child which took the disease in a family | in London, but only to have retarded its pro- 
where it broke out, slept with the mother, ° gress. The latest accounts show that the 
who suffered from cholera; that relations, : disease is smouldering, and insidiously ex- 
between whom intercourse was taking place, ; tending itself, in a way calculated to excite 
although they resided in different parts of the. fears of a severe outbreak on the occurrence 
town, were attacked simultaneously; that?’ of favourable weather. The editor of the 
the disease was imported into a village by a’ Lancet, ina late No. (Feb. 5th), observes :. 
mendicant who died of cholera in the place, ; ‘* Any one who looks at the Map of London, 
where not a single case had occurred before ’ and then at the report of the Registrar-Gen- 
that circumstance; and that finally, those ? ‘eral for the present week, will see that the 
persons who tended the sick with the great-! metropolis is now completely girdled with 
est care, were exactly those who invariably; Asiatic cholera. It is as closely surrounded 
caught the disease. As to the symptoms,’ as though a besieging army were arrayed 
we perceive that the twitching of the legs , against it. In the east, fatal cases have 
was an almost constant premonitory sign ;} occurred at Hackney, Pethnal-green, ané 
vomiting was absent in many cases, and’ W hitechapel ; in the North, at St. Pancras. 
sanguineous stools rather frequent, though’ and Holburn; in the west, at Kensing'e?: 
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chelsea, and Westminster; and in the south, ' lishment are both males and females, vary- 
at Bermondsey, St. Saviour’s, Southwark,’ ing from 18 months to 16 years of age. 
<1, George's, Southwark, Lambeth, Clap-) Their health up tothe time of the outbreak, 
am, and Wandsworth. Though the num- had been remarkably good, it is stated. The 
wer of eases reported daily to the Board of epidemic broke out on Friday, 2°th Decem- 
Health is very small, its general diffusion at ber, and up tu Jan. 6th, of 1400 children in 
so many points, among the metropolitan two’ the establishment at the time, 229 had been 
bensions of an alarming increase inthe num- from the statement of the medical officer, 
-of cases. From the experience of cholera) that the disease did not manifest the usual pre- 
»oher cities, and in London itself during) monitory symptoms of diarrhaa, &e. The 
‘rmer epidemics, and the experience of the children were at once attacked with violent 
disease in other cities during the present vomiting, and purging of a watery liquid— 
ysitation, it is evident that we are at present’ they speedily passed into a state of collapse, 
only experiencing the first drops of the storm. ' and died with great rapidity, in some instan- 
We mention these things, not to excitealarm, ces in two or three hours after the com- 
hat to rouse continued attention to the mea-, mencement of the attack. 
sures of prevention, which are the only safe- ’ _ 
guards of our population. Cholera at Margate.—The cholera, in its 
Hitherto the city and the central portions» most malignant form, has made its appearance 
of the metropolis have been remarkably ex- ‘at Margate, in the Invalid Pauper Establish- 
empt from cholera. Its deepest incursion; ment of Messrs. Perry & Co., situate in the 
vito the heart of the metropolis has been on’ Dane, at the outskirt of the town. It ap- 
the side of Holborn and Soho. Its most fatal: pears that 45 children from Druet’s Pauper 
ravages have been confined to the southern Establishment, at Tooting, were conveyed 
side of the Thames. At Druet’s establish- ‘by railway to that place on Saturday; and 
ment alone there have been, within four’ that on Monday the much-dreaded disease 
weeks, 153 fatal cases reported. These: made its appearance, since which time all 
ficts alone will, we should hope, be sufficient, have had the premonitory symptom of diar- 
‘» put all poor-law guardians on the qu7/ rhcea, and seven well marked cases of chole- 
rive. ‘ra have occurred, one of which has proved 
Though up to the present time a compara- fatal. We have heard that Messrs. Perry 
tively small number has been attacked in’ & Co.’s establishment contains nearly 130 
Great Britain, yet the proportion of fatal) inmates, and that it isovercrowded ; 20 chil- 
cases to the whole number occurring, leave} dren having been sent from Druet’s estab- 
us nothing to congratulate ourselves about, ; lishment beyond the number agreed upon.— 
on the mildness of the disease. Up to this; Lond. Med. Gaz., Jan., 149. 


date, the numbers reported stand thus:— | on 
No of eases. Dead. Cured. Under Treatment.) Cholera in France.—M. Bally read to the 
10.047 4467 2526 3054 ’ Academy of Medicine, Jan. 3d, an account 


Thas nearly one half of those attacked, of the epidemic at Lille, where its existence 
have already died, and when the proportion) could no longer be questioned. ‘I'he mala- 
of deaths out of the 3054 still to be treated’ dy was brought by a Dunkerque boat, and 
are added to those already lost, the fatal’ had chiefly spread amongst the poorer class 
cases will certainly amount to more than fifty | of the population. It was as fatal as in 1832 
per cent.” to persons in whom it attained the cold stage ; 

— ‘but it affected a much smaller proportion of 

Cholera at the pauper establishment of) individuals. The number of deaths on the 
Ir. Druet, Surrey Hall, Tooting.—Consid-} 24th of December was 40. A great many 
erable alarm has been excited in London by ; cases of cholerine had been observed in the 
he sudden outbreak of Cholera at the Juve- city, but in every instance the progress of 
nile Poor Establishment at Tooting. This, the disease was readily checked by proper 
establishment is the property of Mr. Druet,’ treatment. The winds became northerly on 
who has for the last twelve years been in’ the 20th, and a sharp frost set in. No new 
- habit of receiving pauper children from. cases were observed until the direction of 
‘he Various parishes of London and its vicin- the wind again changed to the west. The 
'y. The children received in this estab- ’ official statistics of the mortality from chole- 
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rain the Department du Nord were, up to 
the 22d, 160 cases, and 94 deaths.—.led. 
Times, Jan. 13. 


Cholera in France.—L’ Union Médicale 
of the 9th January, mentions that the editor 
had been desired by the authorities to be re- 
served in details regarding the spread of the , 
epidemic in France ; but the disease is mak. | 
ing such ravages in the northern depart- 
ments that such reserve is no longer possible. 
Lille has been very severely visited; there 
wereas manvas forty deaths recorded towards 
the latter end of December. Inthe whole De- 
partment of the North there have been 160 
cases reported, of whom ninety-four have 
died. Inthe Lower Seine, Fécamp has had 
a great many cases; thirty-four had been re- 
ported on the 3d of January.—Lancet, 

Importation of the Cholera into A lgerta.— 
According to Dr. Aupovanp, who observed 
the progress of cholera in Algeria in 1835, 
the disease was introduced by merchandize 
into the town of Constantine. In 1837, when 
the disease reappeared, it was at the conquest 
of that town by the French, who introduced 
it there through the twelfth regiment of the 
line lately arrived at Marseilles, where the 
cholera then raged. ‘The army returned to 
Bona, whence the cholera spread among the 
patients of the hospital into which the sick 
and wounded were received. 

A remarkable case of the importation of 
the disease was furnished by the Triton, a 
French ship of the line. One of the marines 
passed the night at Rous, where the cholera 
then prevailed, returned on board the Triton, 
and died of cholera the next day. The Tri- | 
ton put to sea but a few days after the cho- 
lera appeared on board. ‘There were eighty- 
eight cases, of whom forty-five died. Dr. ° 
Audouard noticed other parallel instan- 
ees Which convinced him of its importation ; 
into the various sea-ports on the coast.— } 
Lon. Med. Gaz. from Comptes Rendus, 1848. | 


Cholera in Poland.—According to the of.- 
ficial reports trom the Polish journals, the | 
number of cholera cases which occurred in ‘ 
the kingdom of Poland from the 3d of Au- 
gust, being the first day of its appearance, tq! 
the 13th of November, is as follows :—Go- 
vernment of Warsaw—cases, 3,980; reco- 
vered, 2,343; died, 1,581. City of Warsaw 
—cases, 9,497; recovered, 3,583; died, 
5.260, Lublin—cases, 13,710; recovered, 
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Radom—cases, 2,07) . 


2,327; died, 5,966. 


recovered, 656 ; died, 1,119. Plock—cases. 


6,301; recovered, 2,530; died, 3,491. Ay. 


gustow—cases, 7,033; recovered, 4,160: 
died, 2,559. ‘Total number of cases sine: 
commencement of disease officially reported 
throughout the kingdom of Poland, 39,142: 
total recovered, 18,586 ; deaths, 18,395, 


MEDICAL NEWS, 
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Cholera in the United States.—In our 


last Number we mentioned the prevalence o; 


cholera at New Orleans. ‘The disease has 
since been conveyed to most of the principal 


‘cities on the Mississippi river, and its triby. 
‘taries, but has not shown a disposition : 
‘spread; and -except along the Red River, 


where it is said now to prevail, the diseas: 
seems to be almost extinct in this country 

Port Lavacca, Texas, has sutlered from 
a severe outbreak of cholera; the diseas 
caused extensive mortality among the &! 
Infantry. Some cases have also occurred 


‘at Houston, Texas. 


The Atlantic cities are at the present tim 
entirely exempt from the disease. 


Delegates to American Medical Associc- 


'tion—At a meeting of the Philadelphi: 


College of Physicians, held February 61h. 
1849, the following were elected delegates' 
the Amertcan Mepicat ASSOcIAaTION: 
Drs. George B. Wood, Francis West 
Alfred Stille, George W. Norris, Isaa 
Hays, D. Francis Condie, Henry Bond, 


' Samuel Jackson, (late of Northumberland. 
George Fox, Gouverneur Emerson. 


Ata meeting of the Philadelphia Count 


; Medical Society, the following were electe: 


delegates to the American Medical Associa: 
tion :— 


Drs. T. H. Yardley, W. H. Kilapp, W. 


‘Mayberry, M. M. Reese, W. B. Page, 


Gibbons, 'T. F. Betton. 


Delegates to (Pennsylvania) State Medi 


‘cal Society.—At a meeting of the Philadel- 


phia County Medical Society, held January 
30th, 1849, the following were elected dele- 
gates to the State Society: 

Drs. H. S. Patterson, T'. Hobson, T. & 
Smith, Isaac Hays, W. Jewell, T. F. Be 
ton, T. S. Reed. 
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ou istand 
re pee convention is about to as- 
—_ohle. on the second Tuesday in March, in 
ne i of New Orleans. A State Medical 
- ety will without doubt be formed. 


Rezistration of Marriages, Births, and 


1 ¢—Ata meeting of the Philadelphia 
atv Medical Society, held January 30th, 


fey PP 
Th .lved, That this society has heard with 
, satisfaction, that a renewed eflort is 
ing inthe Legislature of Pennsylvania, to 
opeure the enactment of a law for the regis- 
y,90 of marriages, births and deaths. 

Rvsolved, That believing such a law adapt- 
_}to promote, in a high degree, the health, 

‘therefore, the prosperity and happiness 

‘the people, as well as to guard more effec- 
wally the rights of the citizens,—this society 
would unite with the national and local so- 
vies, which have already addressed the 

:siature upon the subject, in urging upon 

: honorable body the early enactment of 

Registration Law. 

The Medical Examiner.—At the com- 
nencement of the present year, Drs. Francis 

» Smith and David H. Tucker assumed the 
edvorial directionof this Journal. ‘They are 

‘) gentlemen of education and talents, and 
we have no doubt that they will conduct the 
work with ability, and in accordance with 
und ethieal principles. We take pleasure 

welcoming them among the editorial 

‘} >. 

‘Quackery in America.—‘* America,’’ says 
la Gazette Médicale de Paris, ‘‘is the 
country of quackery. In this happy land it 
“urishes, multiplies, and attains gigantic 
;toportions,’? 


ee 
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Chloroform —M., Rovx stated to the 
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State Medical Convention.— 


ae | 
~ 


tumour, Professor Roux did not believe that 
her death could be referred to that cause, but 
to syncope, an accident of frequent oecur- 


, rence after great operations. Altogether M. 


the following resolutions were adopt- ; 


we 


Roux would say that the number of accidents 
hitherto observed, did not justify the appre- 
hensions of some severe, not to say captious, 
critics. With regard to M. Gorie’s case, M. 
Roux thought the fatal result was due tothe 
introduction of air into the vascular system. 

M. Amussat stated, that whatever might 


, be the mode of inhalation, both ether and 


chloroform occasioned an alteration of the 
blood. He persisted in the opinion he had 
so frequently expressed of the change of the 


colour of that fiuid in the arteries, during 


anesthesia. Chloroform was not only ad- 
vantageous in operative surgery, it was also 
sometimes a most useful assistant to the di- 
agnosis: thus, in a case of calculus, in which 
the apprehensions of the patient made him 
object even to the introduction of a catheter, 
inhalation had permitted the surgeon to ac- 
quire positive infurmation of the condition 
of the bladder. 

M. Roux observed, that during the two 
years which preceded the introduction of 
ether into practice, the mortality of his ope- 
rations had been 1.3; since the method of 
inhalation had been adopted, that mortality 
was reduced to 1.4. 

Another Death from Chloroform.—The 
Glasgow Herald states that recently a young 
gentleman returned from Australia to visit 
his relatives in the neighbourhood of Govan, 
but before leaving the colony he met with a 
slight accident in the foot, which being, per- 
haps, neglected during the passage home, 
caused the great toe-nail to grow into the 
flesh. ‘To remove the pain and inconveni- 
ence, the gentleman resolved to submit to an 
operation, which a respectable surgeon in 


_ Govan was employed to perform on ‘l'uesday 
‘last. Preparatory to doing so, the surgeon 
‘resolved to make use of chloroform; but the 


trench Academy of Medicine at the meet-- 


‘Mg in January last, that he had employed 


{ 


fad witnessed unfortunate results from its » 
“voltion only ina man affected with tetanus, - 


} 


nd in whom the anesthetic agent seemed to 
hav 9 , 
e hastened death. As to the other case, | 


Tele ’ . 
tred to by M. Guerin, of a woman ope- | 


r ‘po 
. ed on by M. Roux for cancer of the breast, 


10 expired shortly after the removal of the } 


patient, after inhaling the gas, almost in- 
stantly expired. An investigation of the af- 
fair is in progress.—Lond. Med. Gaz., Jan. 


‘oroform in more than 300 cases, and that } 1849. 


Burial Club Murders.—A trial which has 
recently taken place at Chelmsford, Eng- 
land, has brought to light a secret system of 
murder by poison, of the most horrid charac- 
ter. Within the last few years, numerous 
proofs have come to light of the perpetration, 
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in various parts of England, of crimes, the 


existence of which could hardly hive been 


credited. Parents have poisoned their chil- 
dren, and children their aged parents, tor the 


sake of ridding themselves of an incum- 
brance, and of procuring a few pounds by 
their deaths under the name of burial-money ! 

The case of the woman Vay, lately tried 


and executed at Chelmsford, is a fair type of 


this species of crime, carried to its maximum | 


of cruelty and atrocity, and concealed by a 
degree of cunning which, but for the avari- 
cious desire of clutching the price of blood 


before the body of her murdered brother { 


was harely cold, would have completely suc- 
ceeded in preventing all inquiry. Having 
entered her name ina Burial-club, and made 
the deceased her nominee, with a statement 
that he was avery healthy man, and much 


younger than he really was, she administered | 
to him, about a month afterwards, a dose of 


arsenic, Which she had procured on the usual 
plea that her cottage was very much infested 
with rats. The poison had its usual etlects : 
the death was entered by the registrar under 
the questionable designation of *‘ decline,” 
and the man was buried. In consequence 
of her having claimed the death-money 
somewhat early, and her accounts respecting 
the illness of the deceased having varied, the 
body was exhumed three weeks atier burial: 
and it was then proved that the deceased had 
Circum- 
stantial evidence brought the crime clearly 
home to the prisoner, and led to her convie- 
In the course of this inquiry it was 


died from the effects of arsenic. 


tion. 
rendered highly probable that, some years 
previously, she had poisoned a former hus- 
band and many of her children! The sum 
to which she was entitled under the Burial- 
Her 


counsel, in his defence, very ingeniously 


club rules was about nine pounds, 


contended that the smallness of the sum 
could not be taken as a sutlicient motive! 
Unfortunately, however, experience is very 
much against this standard of innocence. A 
much smaller sum has been known to tempt 
criminals to the perpetration of murder ; and 
this leads us to consider whether these coun- 
try death-elnbs should not be either entirely 
suppressed, or placed under very strict rules, 
in order to prevent them from becoming ac- 
tual incentives to crime. 

We have now before us the ‘‘Rules and 
Regulations of the New Society, for render- 
ing mutnal assistance in cases of mortality, 
held at the Frivateer Inn, Harwich.’ This 
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was the club selected by Mrs. May, hee: 


being rather remote from the village whe. 


she resided, it might prevent any strict 

‘quiries being made respecting her nomine, 
or a suspicion of the plans which she } 
then in contemplation respecting him. 
deceased appears to have been marked , 


‘asa sheep is by a butcher, and his valye « 


‘apecuniary investment accurately caley!ar. 

[t requires no great amount of capital to |. 

come a member of one of these clubs |. 

the better encouragement of secret poison y: 
tule I. runs as follows:— 

‘‘Every person becoming a Member 
this Society, shall, at the time of entrane 
pay the sum of one shilling, for the purpos 
of purchasing books, &c., for the use of 1) 
‘society, and threepence for the rules and rr. 
‘gulations, and appoint a nominee.”’ 

In addition to this shilling-investment, '! 
moderate sum of fourpence per quarter 
paid; and at the death of any one mem'«: 
or nominee, there is an additional charge «: 
sixpence. ‘lhe extra sum thus collect: 
forms the premium to be paid within th: 
days of the death of either member or no: 
nee. On the whole, it will be perceive: 
that, excluding the risk of a conviction t: 
murder, this is really a cheap investmen, 
especially when it is known that the money 

‘isonly nominally for the death ; it may bee:- 
pended in any way that the member pleases 
To keep up, however, some show of | 

‘sistency, the club requires that whatever, 
may be the amount collected, the decease: 
must be buried decently. In the case | 
which we have alluded, the criminal had « 
laid her plans as to obtain the whole prem 
um as profit; for it appears that she had lis: 
no time in causing her brother to be burt: 

‘at the expense of the parish. Thus, the: 
in a club of this kind, there is, for a te 

‘shillings, a chance of getting nine or ' 
pounds—the cost of the arsenic required | 

’ create a claim, being too small to be taker 

,into consideration. These clubs for aflor: 

‘ing members assistance in cases of mortal 
whether from poison or otherwise, are, ¥° 

‘believe, very numerous in the provinces; 4" 

although it is obvious from their regulatio’’ 
that they give to one person a direct inter 
in the death of another, they appear to m2 

)tiply without the slightest check or con" 

; As in the Derby or other sweeps, their hea 

‘quarters are at public-houses, and anybe' 

>is at liberty to make a small investment, . 

speculate on the death of a neighbour. ' 


~———~* 
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fess our surprise, that with the re- | 


‘9s of the secret murders by poison, | 
3 ' have had their origin in these low as- ; 
pM the Government has not inter-} 
but, as with the sale of arsenic, the} 
* mortality from the prevalence of, 
ibs, has probably not yet become 
ently high. It will require a greater} 
- tion of these atrocities to induce | 
‘ators to interfere with that liberty } 
ars to be the exclusive privilege ; 
i cence of poisoning himself; 
js neizhbour, at the cheapest possible } 
and without let or hinderance. 
‘we wish to extirpate this species of; 
vcism in the provinces, these Death- } 
must be immediately looked to. 'T here ; 
ne provision in their rules well calculated | 
eourage murder. The name ofa person| 
may we entered as anominee by a member, } 
while the said nominee is kept in entire ig- 
»orance of the arrangement. ‘Thus it is not} 
essary to inform him that the sooner he} 
he sooner will the member be entitled ; 
‘varespectable premium to provide him with ; 
fin, while the difference will go into the’ 
said edie s pocket! In the Chelmsford | 
e, the unfortunate deceased was kept in} 
mplete ignorance that two or three shil- | 
s had been paid upon his life ; or he might ’ 
save removed from a locality where such a> 
‘ingerous interest in his death had been: 
crated without his knowledge or consent. ; 
The person whom it is intended to poison, ’ 
vs, therefore, no reason to suspect that he is; 
a marked man, and that his murderer is only ° 
Waiting for a convenient opportunity to re- | 
move him without exciting the remarks of: 
neighbours. Such a rule as this is obviously ° 
‘direct encouragement to murder. If these ; 
eath-clubs be not wholly suppressed as’ 
cangerous to society, there should be at least | 
‘strict regulation, that the nominee must, in ’ 
cases, be a party to the contract, and be’ 
nade fully aware that some person, who’ 
might have no great affection for him during 
‘e, Was very desirous of making a little pro- 
‘outof him at his death. This would be: 
uy starting fairly, so that the two might ; 
ow the interest which each would have in} 
he other's death. As it is, the poisoning is » 
*on one side ; the mortality club gives the. 
vember fair encouragement to get rid of the} 
voninee in a quiet way. We believe that 
the records of our criminal courts would ena- ; 


“-€ US to make out a long list of such cases. 
—lLond, M d, Gaz., Sept. 1848, } 
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Application of the Subcutaneous Section 
to the Treatment of Lipoma.—M. Bonnet 
, treats fatty tumours upon the above plan with 
success. He first introduces a sharp-pointed 
tenotomy knife under the tumour, and then 
with a probe-pointed bistoury divides the 
tumour upwards towards the skin, so as to 
; reduce it to several lobules ; he then squeezes 
the tumour so as to extravasate the ey 
matter, and leaves it to be removed by ab- 
sorption. This operation is repeated several 
times, according to the size of the tumour. 
No injurious effects have followed in the 


cases which he reports, but the results have 


been so favorable that he is induced to pre- 
fer the operation to the methods in general 
use.—Prov. Med. é- Journ. 

Bulletin de Thérapeutique, _ June Iss. 


New Method of Detecting the Presence of 


Surg. , from 


} Sugar in the Blood.—If a small quantity of 


“diabetic serum is placed in a glass tube, 
with an equal quantity of a solution of tar- 
? trate of copper, liquor potassw, which last is 
of a blue colour, and the mixture be cau- 
 tiously boiled for afew minutes, the presence 
of sugar is detected by the conversion of the 
blue into a brick-red colour, with, at the 
> same time, a precipitation of the oxide ot 
copper.—DProv. Med. §- Surg. Journ., from 
Annales de Thérapeut ique, Sept. 1248. 

Medical Profession in Paris.—There are 
1,389 medical practitioners in Paris, being 
53 less than in 1847. Of the 1,442 praen- 
tioners mentioned in the general list for 1547. 
56 have died, and 112 have left Paris. In the 
list for 1849, there are 114newnames. Nine 
» medical men in Paris have been elected Re- 
presentatives of the people. 398 are mem- 
’ bers of the Legion of Honour: viz., 7 com- 
manders, 50 officers, and 341 chevaliers.— 
’ Med. Times, Jan. 6. 

Number of Medical Men in Lombardy.— 
In a population of 2,670,833, there are com- 
> puted to be 1,455 doctors of medicine and 
surgery, 343 doctors of medicine, 85 doctors 
of surgery, 272 masters in surgery, petty 
> surgeons, and phlebotomists, 954 pharma- 


ciens, 1,781 accoucheurs, and 180 veterinary 


surgeons ; amounting inal] to the large num- 
ber “of 5 ,070, which does not include the mili- 

tary physicians and surgeons. ‘The number 
> of medical men is not much less in the 
country than in the towns. Of the 1,450 
doctors in medicine and surgery, 790 live in 














the country; of the 343 doctors in medicine, 
125 are provincials; 33 doctors in surgery, 


168 petty surgeons, 795 pharmaciens, 1,191 > 


accoucheurs, and 57 veterinary surgeons.— 
Med. Times, Jan. 6. 

Number of Medical Students in France.— 
‘The number of medical pupils now inscribed 
in the faculties, or preparatory schools, is 
2.019: 950 in Paris, 174 in Montpellier, 


109 in Strasbourg, and the rest distributed } 


amongst the twenty-one preparatory schools. | 


In the faculty of Paris 272 pupils, in 1848, 
took their first inscription, and 230 sustained 
athesis for their degree of doctor. ‘The num- 
ber of receptions as doctor, which had in- 
ereased from 1826, when they were 215, to 
1°37, when they were 487, has gradually 
declined since this latter period, and in 1846 
lad fallen to 211. An analogous decrease 


has been observable for the second order of 


medical men—viz., ofliciers de santé. ‘The 


imedical jury of the Seine, which used to re- | 
ceive trom 70 to 80, and even 90 per annum, | 
‘to observe that some of the English Lit. 


from 1327 to 1837, has not admitted more 
than from 40 to 50 since that year. ‘The 
diminution has been still greater amongst 
the pharmaciens received at Paris. In 1842 
the number was 192, whilst in 1848 it has 


been only 55. The reason of this falling off 


in these various branches was that the pro- 
fession was overstocked. Even at present 
in Paris, notwithstanding the decrease just 
mentioned, there are 1,380 doctors, 166 of- 
ficiers de sante, and 385 midwives. ‘The se- 
cond arrondissement alone contains nearly 
100 doctors more than existed in the whole 
capital in the seventeenth century, in the 
time of Gui-Patin. Since 1833, there has 
always been an increase until the present 
year.— Jed. Times, Jan. 13. 

ppotntme ne of Prof ssor Bérard as Dean 
of t} Faculty, in place of M. BouwiNaud.— 
‘lhe removal of the late Dean of the Facul- 
ty, M. Bouillaud. has been attended with 
circumstances of an unusual character. His 
predecessor, Prof. Ortila, had, it appears, 
outstepped the limits of the annual budget of 
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~~ 


anatomy with which he has endowed ; 
Faculty. M. Bouillaud’s determined hos), . 


ty to the late Dean, gradually made him «, 


unpopular with his colleagues, that they +. 
quested him to resign; he refused to evry 


with their demand, and the body of Profs. 


sors immediately petitioned the Minis:e, 


who, without any further delay, appoint, 


M. Bérard to fill the officex— Med, Tin. 
Jan. 13. 

Remuneration to Medical Mi nin £; 1 
land, for attendance on the poor.—T he {)). 
lowing is a summary of orders, visits, anj 
medicines supplied to patients in the Halifyy 
district of 990 acres, with a population o: 


(19,881. Visits 541, mixtures dispensed 102", 


the School; but the inquiry which VM. Bouil- ' 


laud set on foot demonstrated, that, although 
more money had been laid out than the 


amount granted by Government, still no’ 


other blame but that of irregularity could 
possibly attach to M. Ortila, who had em- 
ployed the surplus in the arrangement of 
the magnificent museum of comparative 


pills 3157, powders 663, lotions 36, linimen:s 
15, boxes of ointment 36, plasters 79; rem». 
neration for this duty and supplying ti 
above, two shillings per case, or £20!- 
Lancet, Jan. 13. 


Life Insurance Certificates.—We are 7 


Insurance Companies have become awake: 
ed toa sense of justice, and have determine: 
to remunerate medical men for the labour 
imposed upon them. The Lancet gives 


list of twelve companies, in London, whi. 


announce that in future they will allow com- 


pensation for every certificate furnished ly 
a medical referee. 


Medical Men in the Ranks.—Dn. Mrz: 
RAY, ina paper in the Dledical Times (Dee 
16th), states that nearly in every mountec 
regiment in India there are members of ou! 
profession, who from some cause, have beer 
compelled to enter the army as private sv: 
diers. 

Quack Convicted of Manslaughter.-\ 
the last York assizes, ‘I’. Whitehead wasco": 
victed of manslaughter, and sentenced to 0 
year’s imprisonment at hard labour. 

Obituary Record.—Died, in London, Dee. 
22d, 1848, James Cowles Prichard, aged 

— At St. Petersburgh, Dr. Zagots 
Prof. of Anat. and Phys. in the Med 
School of St. Petersburgh, in the 93d ye 
of his age. 

— Jan. 3lst, 1849, at Grange Terrace, 
Brompton, aged 33, George Fownes, FR 
S., Prof. of Practical Chemistry at Univer 
sity College, London. 





Rh 
NER, 
chol 
Is, t 
evid 
has 
all ¢ 
this 
facto 
Stag 
here 
lievi 
abou 
phra; 
Ing t 
mort 
It is 
blooc 


Stanc 
wher 
part « 
any C 


P 
(-Ve {] 
Medi 

is 
T’ 

\ 








THE MEDICAL NEWS 
AND LIBRARY. 


APRIL, 1849. No. 76. 














VOL. VII. 


CONTENTS, 


CHOLERA. 


Remedies for Cholera. By W. T. Gairdner, - 25 
Treatment of Asiatic Cholera by the tree use 
‘Cold Water, and Forced Inspiration, + 28 


Treatment of Malignant Cholera, - - - 2 
Contagion of Cholera, = = - - - - 30 
Auticholeraic Plant, - - © oe @ 
MEDICAL NEWS. 
Domustic Intelligence —American Medical As- 
soclauion, - - - . - - 30 
De egates to the American Medical Associa- 


- - - 3l 


uon, ° e 


\edical Society of the state of Pennsylvania, - 31 . 


WEST’S LECTURES, 


State Medical Convention of the Physicians 
ot Georgia, - - - - - - - 3l 
Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery, - 31 


Obituary Record, - : : - ° - 31 
Foreign Intelligence.—More deaths from Chlo- 
rotorm, - - - - - - - - 3 
Treaiment of Fractures, - - + - «$1 
Cod-Liver Oil, - - - - - - - 3L 
Curious Details of the Disease and Death of 
Coletti, - - - - - - - - 31 
Cure ot Cancer by Mesmerism, - - ~- 32 
Deodorizing with Chloride ot Manganese, - 32 
Insanity, - : - a ee a - - 3 
Cholera in Berlin, - - - - - - 32 
Cholera in Great Britain, - - © « «® 


TWENTY-FOUR PAGES. 





CHOLERA. 


cholera remedies to which we shall allude, 
is, venesection. In reference to this, the 


and sometimes more ; few of these results, 
, however, relate to blood-letting alone. Dr. 

Remedies for Cholera. By W. T. Gairp- | 
ven.—The first and most controverted of 


4 


4 


evidence isof the most varied character. It’ 


las been employed with alleged benefit in 


ail stages of the disease, and not less in’ 
only in the early stage. 


‘is country than in India. The most satis- 
factory accounts are of its use in the early 


stage, before the collapse has occurred; and. 


aa : . 
here it seems to be often most effectual in re- 


é 


ueving the feeling of tightness and oppression . 
about the stomach and region of the dia- } 
puragm, which are frequently most distress- ‘ 
ing tothe patient. Ag to the effect on the; 
mortality, it is difficult to form an opinion. 
thirst they do nothing to relieve; but it seems 


It is usually only in the early stage that 


* precisely the stage not only when mis- ‘ 
‘axes of diagnosis are most apt to occur, but ‘ 


‘which the disease is most manageable 
under any form of treatment. 


Ww ° ° 
“here blood-letting formed a considerable ‘ 
part of the treatment, is rarely much less in ‘ 


Robertson, whose observations on this sub- 
ject in our present number are well worthy 
of attention, thinks that he has in several 
instances prevented the collapse by this 
measure; and the favourable result of his 
cases presents the greatest encouragement 
to the practice. He employs it, however, 


Stimulants, especially alcoholic liquors, 
have been lauded in cholera, no less than 
blood-letting; but there appear to be now 
grave reasons for doubting their efficacy, 
and even, we think, of rejecting them ina 
great measure in the treatment of this dis- 
ease. Not only are they in many cases most 
disagreeable to the patient, whose perpetual 


‘ood can be procured in quantity, and this) to be most probable that they are not absorb- 


ed, and that their action is therefore purely 
local. It is important also to observe, that 


‘the evidence against them in Mr. Ross’s 


— Notwith- 
sta . . : ) 
ding this circumstance, the mortality ; 


tables is most unequivocal, and that, both 
alone and in combination with other kinds 
of practice, they seem invariably to have 
deteriorated the results wherever they were 


any of 
ty ot Mr. Ross’s tables than 50 per cent. used. There is not an instance in these 
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tables of a mortality under 50 per cent. where 
stimulants*have formed part of the treat- 
ment. ‘That by stimulants alone, gives in 
the aggregate 5.4 per cent. 

Opium has a very large amount of indi- 
vidual testimony in its favour, and is indeed 
apparently so directly indicated by the diar- 
rhea, that we cannot wonder at its having 
been extensively used. In conjunction with 
acetate of lead, it forms the celebrated pill of 
Dr. Graves, which has had a most extensive 


reputation in the cholera both of this country | 


and India. ‘here seems no reason to doubt, 
that, in the premonitory diarrhaa, this 
remedy has the power ascribed to it; but, 
in the contirmed disease, Mr. Ross’s tables 
show that it has not diminished the aggre- 


gate morality below 50 per cent. ‘hose | 


who continue to employ it should certainly 


do su in the fluid form, in order not to op- | 


pose any unnecessary obstacle to its absorp- 
tion. In the stage of reaction, or where 
there is a tendency to coma, as is often the 
case in this country, there is every reason 
tu reject opium as probably injurious. 

Mercury, in the form of calomel, and 

usually in combination withopiuim, has been 
widely recommended in India. In this 
country it has been used to a large €X- 
tent, but without remarkable success, ac- 
cording to the returns, excepting in the 
hands of Dr. Ayre of Leeds, and Dr. 
Peacock, in whose cases the mortality 
vas as low as 31 per cent., and who both 
used it without stimulants. Whether this 
success Is due to the calomel, or to the sim- 
plicity of the treatment in other respects, is 
we think very doubtful, considering the 
negative results of mercury in other hands, 
and combined with other modes of treat- 
ment. If, however, mercury be employed, 
we think that the method recommended in 
our Medical News, by Dr. Fleming, de- 
serves attention; that of administering it in 
the fluid form of corrosive sublimate. Ab- 
sorpuon is known to take place with creat 
difiieulty in cholera; and itis difficult, there- 
fore, to conceive a worse form for convey- 
ing mercury into the system than that of 
calumei. 

Tartar Emetic is strongly recommended 
by Dr. Billing,* on the ground that cholera 
is a fever, and must be treated by sedatives 
and fever medicines. He considers the 

* On the Treatment of Asiatic Cholera. By 


Archibald Billing, M.D, &e. London, ims, P. 
Lo. 


collapse of cholera to be similar to the eolj 
stage of ague, and strongly reprobates stimy. 
lants in every form. He allows cold wate; 
to be liberally given, and even pushes his 
theory of the disease so far, as to administer 
quinine from the beginning. The tartar 
emetic is given insmall doses. Dry frictivn 
is the only external application. In Drojt. 
wich Lunatic Asylum, where tartar emetic 
was the staple of the treatment, there were 
only four deaths in twenty-one cases; but 
this number is too small to afford anything 
more than a presumption in favour of the 
remedy. We attach, however, more import. 
ance to Dr. Billing’s testimony than to his 
theory, and consider this method as worthy 
of further trial. 

Injection of the veins was first introduced 
by Dr. Mackintosh of Edinburgh; it has 
been so frequently tried in cholera, and so 
frequently found wanting, that notwithstand. 
ing its extraordinary effects in the first in- 


stance, we should hesitate to recommend i: 


in any case which presented a hope of re. 
covery under any other treatment. Never. 
theless, the high mortality ascribed to it in 
Mr. Ross's tables (85.7 per cent.) is evidently 
to be ascribed to the trials of it having most!y 
been made upon moribund cases, in which 
alone it is by many practitioners thought 
justifiable. We refer our readers to Dr. 
Robertson’s remarks on this subject, in our 
December Number, as well as in the presen! 
one. Nevertheless, we think that, if this 
treatment is to have any chance of success, 
it must be by being tried earlier in the dis- 
ease, and repeated as often as the collapse 
recurs, 

Emetics and strong Purgatives (such 43 
croton oil) have each had their supporters; 
but neither from theory nor experience can 
we gather much satisfactory testimony :2 
their favour. 

Chioroform inhalation has been used ii 
thirty-seven cases in Peckham-house Asv- 
lum, all of which presented characteristic 
symptoms. (See Jed. Gazette, Nov. 4, 
1848, p. 903.) The number of cases 1s 10 
small to enable us to form a decided opinio’ 
upon the practice, more especially as the de- 
tails of symptoms and treatment are 00 
given. In the mean time, the results ar 
superior to most of the methods in Mr. 
Ross’s tables, but inferior to the tartar emet’ 
practice in Droitwich Asylum, before re- 
ferred to, and very decidedly inferior to‘ 
results of upwards of 700 cases treated 0! 
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i water and saline medicines internally. 

the E linburgh Hospital, chloroform was 
ind to relieve the cramps while the patient 
“ onder its action; but with respect to the 
--storation of temperature, and amendment 
a the symptoms of collapse, it was believed 
.» exert a negative, if indeed not an un- 
‘yvourable, influence. 

With regard to several other remedies 
which have been faithfully tried in Edin- 
Lurgh, we must again refer to Dr. Robert- 
son's paper. 

On the whole, we think it is clear enough 
that the specitic for cholera remains yet 
t) be discovered; and that none of the 
more vaunted cholera remedies present evi- 
dence in their favour so strong as to com- 
mand an exclusive attention. On the other 
hand, it is much to be feared that the 
routine heroic practice of many practition- 
ers, both in this country and in India, has 
aggravated to no small extent the mortality 
ot this tremendous disease. ‘This is espe- 
cially the case, as we have already pointed 
out, with regard to stimulants. 

On reviewing the evidence deduced from 
large numbers, we find that there are two 
modes of treatment which present so marked 
an advantage in respect of mortality, as to 
arrest our attention very forcibly. The 
treatment by common salt, with cold water 
given in abundance internally, produced in 
‘U7 cases (in various hands) a mortality of 
~\percent.; and in Greville Street Hospital, 
\07 cases treated by a saline mixture, with 


copious draughts of cold water, gave a mor- ° 


tality of only 14 per cent., the lowest which 
has yet been recorded from a similar num- 
ver ot unselected cases. Nearest to these 
stands the treatment by ice alone, given by 
the mouth ; a continental practice, of which 
the resulis are 30 per cent. mortality. It is 
aremarkable fact, as pointed out by Mr. 


patient, whose burning thirst seems always 
to point to this as the most appropriate re- 
source fur his relief. If it be the case also, 
as seems every way probable, that the water 
so administered is either absorbed into the 
blood to replace the fluid lost, or tends to 
prevent the loss of fluid from the blood by 
the intestines, we can have no difficulty in 
understanding its beneficial eflects. 

We are most firmly persuaded, that 
cholera, like all other diseases dependent 
on a specific poison, has a spontaneous tend- 
ency to cure after the virus has exhausted 
itself; and that the treatment will be most 


securely and successtully accomplished by 


discarding, in the majority of cases, heroic 
remedies; by following out the indications 


‘aflorded by the feelings and desires of the 


patient; and, as Cullen said of fever, by at- 


‘tending to those conditions and means cal- 


culated to ‘* obviate the tendency to death.’’ 
. Now, all that we yet know of the pathology 


‘of this disease tends to ascribe the fatal re- 


‘sult in the collapse to a slow asphyxia, in- 


‘duced by the imperfect fluidity of the blood. 


In proof of this assertion, we would refer to 
pathological facts (see our review on this 
subject in February, 1848), as well as to the 
‘wonderful, though too transitory, effect of 
the injection into the veins. We would, 
‘therefore, endeavour by every means to sup- 
ply fluid to the blood through the intestines, 
‘the skin, the lungs, or at least to prevent, in 
_as far as possible, the fluids of the body from 
being thrown off by these channels. 
‘T's. might be accomplished—l1st, by sup- 
‘plying cold water in abundance by the 
mouth, as already mentioned, and as dic- 
‘tated by the thirst of the patient; 2d, by 
the use of baths of regulated temperature, 
‘at least at the beginning of the treatment ; 
3d, by maintaining the body of the patient 
‘throughout the treatment in contact with 


Ross, that in all these the administration of | fluid media, or at least with fluid vapour, by 


cold water by the mouth plays a prominent 
part; and when we consider the success 
Which this remedy alone appears to have 
had in the hands of many practitioners 
‘especially Dr. Shute of Gloucester), it is 
impossible not to think favourably of it in 
cholera, Dr. Shute states, ‘‘that under 
(his system the state of collapse is prolonged 
‘0 two, three or five days; and others have 
remarked, that, during the reaction, a parox- 
ysm ot raging delirium is apt to take place. 
It is hot, therefore, an inoperative remedy.” 
Add to this, that it is most grateful to the 


‘means of soaked cloths placed around him, 
and covered by a sufficiency of blankets; 
‘4th, by surcharging the air of the apartment 
with vapour, particularly when the external 
‘air is dry or frosty.* 


{ * We are happy to find a corroboration of these 
‘ views, as to the importance of fluids in the treat- 
‘ment of cholera, in an able pamphlet by Dr. 
‘ Buchanan, of Glasgow, which deserves especial 
/ notice as one of the few recent contributions te 
‘the pathology and general history of the disease. 
{ bearing the traces of independent thought and ob- 
‘ servation, without being the mere exposition of @ 
‘hypothesis — (See Observations on Malignant 
: Cholera, &c. By Andrew Buchanan, M. D., tro- 
‘ fessor of the Institutes of Medicine in the Univer- 
sity of Glasgow.) 
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The third of these indications was put in 
force by Dr. Robertson by means of the 
hot wet sheet, surrounded by several dry 
blankets, very soon after the commencement 
of treatment in the Cholera Hospital; and 
the advantages of it over the use of heated 
air, as in the first cases in the Infirmary, 
was soon apparent. ‘The mortality under 
the latter practice, indeed, was so consider- 
able as to cause it at once to be renounced 
in the Cholera Hospital. It was found, 
however, to have some disadvantages in the 
case of adults, from the disagreeable sen- 
sations sometimes caused by it, which gave 
rise to restlessness and struggling, and con- 


sequent exposure to the air. We are dis- 


wsed to ascribe these effects in part to Its ° 
I Pp 


having been used very warm, and exclu- 
sively with the view of producing reaction 
by artificial heat, and think that many of 
these inconveniences would vanish if the 
temperature were studiously regulated by 
the teelings of the patient. 

‘The regula‘ion of temperature is, indeed, 


@ most important means in the treatment of 
‘The extremes both of heat and? 


cholera. 
cold appear to be ill borne. ‘The momentary 
shock of the cold atfusion (followed by warm 
wrappings) has indeed been useful in rous- 
ing patients trom deep collapse ; but nothing 
has shown its continued application to be 
beneficial. On the other hand, the exhaust- 
ing intluence of excessive heat, externally 
applied, has been noticed by many writers. 
‘The supervention of reaction appears to us 


to depead much more upon the reception of 


fluid into the blood than upon the applica- 
tion of external heat; and we have seen it 
take place, and follow its usual course, 
where no external heat has been applied. 
Should the relation of the reaction to the 
fluidity of the blood be established, it will 
appear still further how paramount is the 
indication of treatment by fluids, to which 
we have alluded. Meantime a moderate 
amount of heat, such as is agreeable to the 
patient, appears to us to have most evidence 
in its favour in the treatment of the collapse. 

The relief of the spasms is the next im- 
portant indication of treatment during the 
collapse. In relation to this symptom, fur- 
ther trials ot chloroform appear to be re- 
quisite, unless it shall be found to affect un- 
favourably the progress of the ease. The 
use of frictions to the affected parts, and of 
stimulation of the skin by liniments, or by 


mustard cataplasms, is universally admitted 
to be useful. 

Finally, in the management of the reac. 
tion the most important indication appears 
to be the restoration of the urine, and of 
its normal constituents, especially the urea 
and uric acid, which are often deficient, and 
appear by their deficiency to lead to coma, 


An excellent suggestion of Dr. Robertson's 


in these cases is the administration of col. 
chicum; and, we believe, this has been 
carried out by him in a few instances with 
good eflect ; though, of course, nothing can 
be yet said decidedly on this remedy.— 
Monthly Journ. Med. Sci., Jan. 1849, 
Treatment of Asiatic Cholera by the free 
use of Cold Water, and Forced Inspira- 
tion.—M. Bratin read to the French Aca- 


demy some observations on the treatment 


of cholera at Bazancourt, in 1832. 


Under 
the plan of treatment which he tried, there 


were only 44 deaths out of 225 cases ; while 


{ 


in 22 neighbouring districts there were 196 
deaths in 461 cases. 

In the greater number of cases, the in- 
ternal treatment consisted simply in the ad- 
ministration of cold water in large doses. 
The intense thirst which accompanies chole- 
ra, and the strong desire for cold liquids mani- 
fested by those who are labouring under the 
disease, first induced the author to resort to 
this mode of treatment. He not only allow- 
ed his patients to drink as much as they 
wished, but compelled them to swallow 
quantities which would appear enormous, 
did we not know that a very large quantity 
of liquid was constantly expelled by vomit- 
ing and purging. Some of M. Blatin’s pa 
tients drank five or six pailfuls in a day! 
This treatment tended to restore warmth, 
and to modify the serous discharges, so that 
he always felt justified in making a favoura- 
ble prognosis when the patient drank freely 
at the commencement of the attack. When 
one dose was rejected, another was admin- 
istered in its turn. If the vomiting ceased, 
it was brought on again by titillation of the 
fauces, or by the exhibition of a still larger 
quantity of cold water. ‘The water thus fe- 
jected was whitish in appearance, and con- 
tained albuminous matter. The thirst was 
allayed by the first few doses, but remained 
commonly sufficiently strong to induce the 
patients to drink water at intervals for twen- 
ty-four hours, or until reaction had made iis 
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pearance. The dose was then diminished, } ; from the extremities into the larger vessels, 
{the coldness of the water became un ? followed by slight frictions on the extremi- 

savant, it was given slightly warmed and | ties in an opposite direction, i. e. from above 

2 woured. When the evacuations were very } } downwards. 

copiuus, about an ounce of albumen wasadd-} As to bleeding, M. Blatin did not find it 
‘to every pint of water: under other cir- injurions at the commencement of the case 

unatances, beef-tea without fat was given. in the stage of reaction it was not necessary, 


ant 
ae 


The addition of from two to five drachms as this had not been excited by a highly 
of the acetate of ammonia to each pint of} stimulating plan of treatment, but slowly and 
water appeared to favour the return of cir. ‘equably. In three cases of venesection he 
eylation, and the production of diaphoresis, : ; observed that some bubbles of gas ese aped 
when cold water alone failed to bring about ; with the first drops of blood from the open- 
reaction. ) ing made in the vein, and in these instances 

Unfortunately some of the patients did. the disease proved speedily fatal. M. Blatin 

not manifest any desire for liquids. | What? is inclined to think, that in cases of cholera, 
was administered appeared to lie like a) the blood and fluids undergo decomposition 
weight at the stomach; and this organ be- ’ during life; and to this he ascribes the pro- 
came distended without contracting upon its’ duntion of bubbles of gas. 
contents. ‘his happened in 36 out of 225 | *,* The employment of cold water in 
cases, Ipecacuanha, in doses, gradually > large quantities was found most successful 
increased, sometimes restored thirst, and’ by Mr. J. G. French, Surgeon of St. James’ 
produced good effects. Out of the 44 fatal’ parish, on the last invasion of cholera. He 
cases, it is worthy of remark that in 33 the‘ has strongly advocated this plan of treat- 
paiients took liquids either sparingly or not) ment in various articles contributed to our 
at all. M. Blatin thinks it probable that; pages. As this mode of treatment does not 
these patients may have suffered under a pe- } appear to have received the attention which 
culiar form of the disease, perhaps typhoidal ; it deserves, we shall take an early opportu- 
in its character. Among those who drank ; nity of giving a retrospective notice of the 
treely, whether in the first or second stage,’ pamphlets on Cholera published by Mr. 
it was observed that after some hours there; French and Dr. White in 1832,.—Lond. 
were longer intervals between the fits of} Wed. Gaz., Feb. 2, 1849. 
vomiting, and they rejected less liquid than } on 
they had swallowed. ‘The matter vomited? Treatment of Malignant Cholera.—The 
was less turbid, and less opaline: the coun- following comparison of various modes of 
tenance improved ; the trunk became warm, } treating malignant cholera, is taken from a 


~~ 


ews 


and warmth gradually appeared in the ex-} review of several recent writings on this 
'remities. The purging also subsided as to) disease in the Monthly Journal, 1849 :— 
lrejueney and the quantity discharged. Li-: Blood-letting —In reference to this, the 
ids were then more sparingly given, and} evidence is conflicting. It has been em- 
broth, tea, or milk, according to the wish of} ployed with alleged benefit in all stages of 
the patient, was substituted for water. | the disease in this country and in India. In 
Forced inspiration.—M. Blatin compelled the early stage it has been effectual in re- 
many of his patients to make strong inspira- | lieving the feeling of oppression on the 
tory etlorts, allowing them to rest at inter- chest. Its effect on the mortality is not evi- 
vals, He had some difficulty in carrying dent. Dr. Robertson, in his statistical ac- 
out this plan of treatment, which he states , count of the cholera in Edinburgh, during 
to have been most rapid and efficacious in) the present epidemic, states that he has in 
restoring warmth; and he was compelled to: many instances prevented collapse by this 
use cold affusion occasionally to promote the | measure. 
inspiratory act. Out of 181 cases of reco.) Stimulants.—According to M. Ross’ ta- 
: more than one-third were restored by’ bles, stimulants given to any extent appear 
the ta use of cold liquids and forced inspi- ) to have been injurious. 
“ion. aided by dry friction, which was em- Onium.—T here seems no reason to doubt 
P.oye d in every case. its eflicacy i in the early stage, but, according 
_The most successful method of relieving to the tables above mentioned, it does not di- 
"© cramps was found to be a kind of knead-» minish the mortality. 
"3 OY pressure, so as to force the blood, Mercury has not been followed by re- 
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markable success, in this country, except in | 


the hands of Drs. Ayres and Peacock, both 
of whom use it without stimulants. In their 
experience the mortality was reduced to 


thirty-one per cent. Dr. Fleming advises ’ 


the use of a solution of the bichloride, as 
more readily absorbed. 

Turtar Emetic in smatl doses, with cold 
water, ad Jihitum, has, in the Droitwich 
Asylum, aflorded the largest per centage of 
cures, the deaths being only fourin twenty- 
four cases. 

Injection into the Veins has afforded no 
satistactory results. 

Chloroform has been used by inhalation in 
thirty-seven cases. ‘I'he results are inferior 
to those witnessed in the Droitwich Asy- 
lum, but superior to the general results ex 
hibited in Ross’ tables. 


instance is quoted as an example of the 
propagation of cholera by contagion. ‘ The 
British trigate ‘Topaz’ touched at the Isle 


- . . ) 
of France in 1829, and conveyed thither} 
cholera, which spread rapidly throughout | 
the Island, prolonging its ravages for four} 


months, sparing neither age, sex, nor rank, 
although the deaths were more numerous 
among the black population. No room was 
left for doubt that the disease had in this in- 
stance propagated itself directly by conta. 
gion, Six thousand individuals perished dur- 
ing the first six weeks of its appearance. 
When this ship arrived, the island was ina 
healthy state, and had been free from any 
epidemic illness for an unusually long pe- 
riod.’’—Dub, Med. Press, Feb. 1849, 
Anticholeraic Plant.—A plant has been 
discovered on Mount Olympus, near Brusa, 
(Asia Minor,) the botanical name of which 
has not yet beenascertained. ‘I'he stem and 
leaf are like those of the thyme, and the 
flower resembles that of the lavender. It 


would appear, from numerous and authen- ' 


ticated experiments, that a decoction of this 
plant is sure to excite reaction in the algide 
state of cholera, to recall heat to the limbs, 
arrest diarrh@a and vomiting, and, in facet, 


which seems to be a regular specitic in cho- 
lera, has received the name of Zhorahia. It 
now remains for competent authorities to 
decide upon the value of this discovery. 


There is no doubt, meanwhile, that it has’ 
produced very happy effects in the East.—! 


30 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Private Correspondence from Constantino. 
ple, quoted by L’ Union Medicale. of the st) 
of February, 1849.—Lancet, Feb. 24, 


MEDICAL NEWS, 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 

American Medical Association.—The 
committee of arrangements, for the nex: 
annual meeting of the American Medica! 
Association, hereby invite all Medical So. 


_cieties and Institutions throughout the Unit- 


ed States, to send delegates, according to 
the rules presented in the constitution, viz: 

‘‘The delegates shall receive their ap. 
pointment from permanently organized Medi. 
cal Societies, Medical Colleges, Hospitals, 


‘Lunatic Asylums, and other permanently 
, organized Medical Institutions, of good 
, standing, in the United States. Each dele- 
Contagion of Cholera—The following | 


vate shall hold his appointment for one year, 
or until another is appointed to succeed him, 
and shall participate in all the business ai- 
fairs of the Association. 

‘Rach local Society shall have the privi- 
lege of sending to the Association one dele- 
gate for every ten of its regular resident 
members, and one for every additional frac. 
tion of more than half of this number. The 
faculty of every regularly constituted Medi- 
cal College or chartéred School of Medicine, 
shall have the privilege of sending two dele- 
gates. ‘The professional staff of every char- 
tered, or municipal Hospital, containing an 
hundred inmates or more, shall have the 
privilege of sending two delegates; and 


every other permanently organized medica 
institution, of good standing, shall have the 


privilege of sending one delegate.” 

The meeting will be held in Boston, on 
the first ‘Tuesday in May, and societies are 
requested to forward lists of the names 0! 
their delegates to the secretary, Dr. Henry 
I. Bowditch, so that the documents may 
reach Boston on or before April 15th. 

The committee would likewise give no- 
tice that, according to the vote passed ® 


the last meeting of the Association, they 


will be in session on the day previous to tht 


a -annual meeting, and they earnestly invite 
produce a satisfactory result. This plant, ’ 


all permanent members and delegates, whe 
arrive on or before that day, to enrol their 
names then, so that no time may be lost 
the Association, on the first day of the meet: 
ing. 
JACOB BIGELOW, Chairman. 
Boston, Feb. 21, 1849. 
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Delegates to the American Medical Asso- 
vy —The Medical Faculty of the Uni- 
of Pennsylvania have appointed 
prowessors Jackson and Horner delegates 
rhe next meeting of the Association, 
Dr. Isaac Parrish has been appointed a 
delegate from Wills’ Hospital. 


; 


yersiiV 


Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 


onia— The annual meeting of this society 
wil be held at Reading, on the second 
‘Tuesday in April (loth), 1849. 

State Medical Convention of the Physi- 
cians of Georgia —A Convention of the 
Paysicians of Georgia bas been called, to 
assemble in Macon, on the 20th of March, 
for the purpose of organizing a State Medi- 
cal Society. 

Western Journal of Medicine and Sur- 
cery.—This Journal is now edited by Prof. 
Yandell—his former colleagues, Drs. Drake 
aud Colescott, have withdrawn. 


Olituary Record.—Died, at Lewistown, , 


onthe 24th Feb. last, John C. Reynolds, 
lite surgeon in the Ist Regiment Pennsyl- 


vania Volunteers. His gallantry in Mexico, | 
of which we recorded an example in our’ 
No. for Jan. 1848, p. 4, acquired for him } 


ligh honours. 
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More deaths from Chloroform.—A young ' 


man who entered the Hotel Dieu of Lyons, 
on Jan, 29th, for the purpose of submitting 
‘0a surgical operation, having had chioro- 
iorm administered, expired in a few minutes. 


lhe patient did not inhale more than six or’ 
‘ight grammes of the anasthetic agent, : 


when he became agitated, the pulse sank at 
lle Wrists, the features put on a death-like 


hue, the respiration became embarrassed, ° 


and, in less than a minute, the patient ex- 
pired. ‘Ihe body, when examined seventy- 


Wo hours after death, presented no traces of ' 


] sia ee ’ - 
Gecomposition, ‘The heart was of its usual 
size, and contained neither air nor blood. 


‘he lungs were strongly retracted in the ’ 
“avity of the thorax, and had a dark, slate- ° 


{ | rp ny , . 
Coloured appearance. ‘I'he sinus of the du- 


“mater contained a large quantity of black, ’ 


‘ncoagulated blood. — Med. Times, Feb. 17. 
Treatment of Fractures.—M. MAuLGaiGNe, 
“ aieter to the French Academy of Sci- 


‘ences, stated, that in very oblique frac- 
tures of the leg, the difficulties attendant 
upon the reduction and perfect maintenance 
of the reduction were so great as to amount 
almost to impossibility. Some eight years 
M. Malgaigne had endeavoured to overcome 

_ these obstacles by a method which had not 
at first been received with much favour, and 
consisting in the use of a pointed screw, 
pressing upon the tibia. M. Malgaigne had 
numerous cases of success on record, and 

four patients were even now in hospital un- 
der treatment. He wished the Academy to 
name a commission for the appreciation of 
this method ; and he said that he would sub- 
mit to that commission the most singular 
physiological fact, of a steel screw pressing 
upon a bone alter perforation of the integu- 

} ments, and sojourning for one, two, three, 

-and four weeks, without occasioning swell- 
ing, redness, inflammation, or suppuration. 
— Med. Times, Feb. 24. 

Cod- Liver Oil.—A discussion on the pro- 

_ perties of this article took place at the West- 

minster Medical Society, Feb. 3. ‘The ma- 

jority of the Fellows stated that they had 
found the oil to possess a very marked eflect 
in almost all cases of scrofula and phthisis. 

/In the first class of cases, it was not only 

given internally, with the effect of much im- 

proving the general health, but it was ap- 

plied locally to scrofulous sores, with the 
most marked benefit. In phthisis it appear- 
ed to exert its influence at once by its nutri- 
tious properties. It checked perspiration, 

/ and removed emaciation ; and appeared, by 

keeping up the tone of the system, to arrest 

the further deposition of tubercular matter. 

Some thought that any oily substance, as 

butter, or almond oil, would have the same 

- effect ; others considered the cod-liver oil to 

have some specific influence. One gentle- 

man had found it rather injurious than other- 
> wise in some cases of phthisis, from its 

; tendency to disorder the digestive organs. 

Altogether, however, the opinion generally 

>was decidedly in its favour as a palliative 

’ agent in consumption.—Lancet, Feb. 17. 


—— 
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Curious Details of the Disease aad 
; Death of Coletti.—The celebrated Minister 
of Greece, Coletti, who died the 13th of Sep- 
‘tember, 1847, suffered, during his life, from 
, a rare and interesting affection, anuria. At 
>the age of 50 he first began to suffer from 
‘pain in the urinary canal, the urine being 
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high-coloured and scalding, with a difficulty 
of passing it, the secretion, at the same time, 


being loaded with uric acid deposits. ‘Three | 


years subsequently there were violent pains 
in the right lumbar region, with complete 
suppression of urine. 


anuria, which lasted 97 days, and termi- 
nated by a suddenand abundant emission of 
urine, mixed with sand and gravel. During 
a sojourn of eight years in Paris, from 1835 
to 1843, from the use of bicarbonate of soda, 


he experienced a most remarkable relief: 
from his suflerings; but on his return to; 


Greece, in Oct. 1845, the complaint return- 
ed. In Oct. 1846, he suffered most severe- 


ly, and his life was despaired of. On 27th | 


August, 1847, after exposure to cold, he was 
seized with pain on attempting to make 
water, and the next day he was attacked 
with suppression, which lasted till death. 
‘The bladder contained no urine. At the 
autopsy it was discovered that the left kid- 
ney was double its normal size, and the 
thickness of its walls reduced to about four 
or five millimetres, surrounding a cavity the 
size of ahen’s egg. In this was contained 
a thick fluid, of chalky whiteness, in which 
were found concretions agglomerated in ir- 
regular and shapeless masses, of different 
dimensions, having a chalky appearance and 
a porous surface. The origin of the ureter 
was occupied by a large calculus, beneath 
which there were a number of small concre- 
tions. ‘The right kidney formed a large 


From this period to § 
1835, Coletti suffered two or three attacks of | 


‘period she was mesmerized, with some jn 
tervals. 
( - . ° : 

Yet upon this slender evidence is the 
power of a new remedy urged upon the pro. 
'fession! 

Deodorizing with Chloride of Manga. 
‘nese.— I'he chloride of manganese has been 


{used for deodorizing purposes, by M. Siret, 


of Meaux, by M. Cottereau, in 1846, (Journ, 
‘de Chem. Med. 1846, p. 697,) by M. Cartier. 
‘of Nantz; and M. Bornett has used it for 
‘ the coagulation and preservation of the blood 
‘in the slaughter-houses of Paris. 


{ Insanity.—M. Bovcuer, principal physi. 
cian to the asylum and hospital at N antes, has 
‘addressed a letter tothe Academy of Medi. 
‘cine, in which he expresses his opinion that 
- vice and crime are the consequences of moral 
diseases, which should be repressed for the 
: preservation of society, and treated in appro- 
, priate penitentiaries. For such cases he 
, disapproves of the Auburn system, and con. 
‘ siders the Pennsylvanian plan, under proper 
‘restrictions, more adapted, and more likely 
‘to prove of service. Insanity affecting the 
‘intellect is ameliorated generally, he ob- 
‘serves, by the patients mixing in society, 
: subject, of course, to certain restrictions ; 
| general insanity, however, is rendered worse 
; under the influence of those conditions which 
‘ incessantly excite the sensibility, and turnit 
; from its normal course.—Journ. Psycholo.- 
} Med., from Revue Médicale. 





pouch, containing three or four small stones } —_ 
and a thick red-coloured liquid. That which} Cholera in Berlin.—The cholera com- 
was most remarkable is, that the calculus { menced its ravages in Berlin on the 28th 
found at the origin of the ureter contained } of July and continued till the 18th of No- 
30 or 40 living larve, which M. Landerer { vember, when the last case occurred. Of 
believed to be those of the fly (Musca, Lin.). ‘a population of 400,000 inhabitants, Berlin 
This is another remarkable addition to the {has had, during this period, 2405 cases, of 
cases already recorded of worms being found ; which, on the 22d Nov., 1573 were dead, 
in the urinary passages. {700 were cured, and 172 remained under 
—_ treatment. 
Cure of Cancer by Mesmerism—A pam- _ 
phlet of 39 pages has recently been pub- Cholera in Great Britain. —Cholera con- 
lished in London, entitled, “ Cure of a true? tinues to make but very slow progress in 
Cancer of the Female Breast, with \lesmer- Great Britain. The subjoined table gives 
ism, by Dr. Exiiiorson ; with introductory § the number of cases and deaths up to the 
remarks by Dr. Exciepve.”’ The subject ee 21st of February : 





this pretended cure was a female, who had Cases. Deaths. 
a painful tumour, believed to be very like London, 1,066 559 
eancer, which in five years of that very cri- Provinces, 942 390 
tical period of her life—between 62 and 67 Scotland, 10,552 4612 
years—was absorbed, her general health ome 
having greatly improved, and during this } 12,560 5561 
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